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Abstract

The study aimed to evaluate the fifth grade's social studies curriculum in light of the
United States National Council for the Social Studies Standards (NCSS).The list
consisted of (50) sub-standards distributed into ten domains. The study came up with
the following results: the analysis results showed that the most available standards
were in the field of (culture), then the standards of (time, sustainability and change)
and least accessible area of standards (science and technology and society), and the
least available were in the domain of (science, technology and community).
Following is a display of these domains and their percentages:

Culture domain: the culture domain obtained the highest of (17.56%), and then the
domain of (time, sustainability and change), which obtained (17%), then the domain
of (identity and individual development), which accounted for (16.79%), then the
domain of (people, places and environments) which accounted for (14.07%), then the
domain of (individuals, groups and institutions), which got (12.05%), then the
domain of (authority, power, and the government) which obtained (10.66%), then the
domain (ideals of civil practices), which accounted for (5.64%), then the domain
(production, distribution, and consumption), which accounted for (2.57%), then the
domain of (global links), which obtained a percentage of (2.29%), and finally the
domain of (science, technology and (society), which obtained a percentage of
(1.32%). The results of the analysis showed that social studies curriculum which
enjoyed the most availability of standards was history, which got a percentage of
(52.40%), followed by the national education curriculum with a percentage of
(24.59%), then civics curriculum with a percentage of (15.95%). The lowest
percentage of availability was in geography with a percentage of (7.03%). The
researcher recommended the need for those authoring the social studies textbooks in
Palestine to benefit from the prepared list of standards and the curriculum designers
as well. He also recommends more interest should be given to employing technology
in all the existed activities of social studies textbooks, and the need to link the
curriculum of (geography and civics) with the identity of the Palestinian student, and
the need for reconsidering the curriculum of social studies and enriching it in the
domains which are missing or have not have their proper share of enrichment, which
the results of the study indicated.
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CHAPTER S

LEARNING
EXPECTATIONS

Middle
Grades

Please note that the curriculum standards in this volume are

an indispensable framework for the implementation of content
standards for the different social studies disciplines, but they are
not intended to be a substitute for those content standards. (See
pg. 12 for a discussion of the relationship between curriculum
and content standards in social studies.) The questions,
knowledge, processes, products, and snapshots of practice
presented here are intended to serve as valuable examples for
use in the development of a social studies curriculum, although
they are not exhaustive.
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CULTURE

SOCTAL STUDIES PROGRAMS SHOUID INCLUDE EXPERIENCES THAT
PROVIDE FOR TIIE STUDY OF CULTURE AND CULTURAL DIVERSITY.

A

PURPOSES

Learners will understand how human beings greate, Jearn, share, and adapt
murtummeywmwmmemuofminmmmmm
mmhmmmm.symmmmuu perspeciives,
|earners become capable of understanding diverse perspectives, thersby
acquinng the puermalmlmlermposiﬁmelﬁmmmm
with diverse people wilhin our own nation and other naficns. Cuftural
undersianding will heip learners make mformed decisins in 2n increasingly
witerdependent socely and interconnected world.

94 | NAIRRAL COUNCILTOR THE SOCIAL STIEIES

172

QUESTIONS FOR EXPLORATION: MIDDLE GRADES

> \\\utqmtionsaeimtammaaamwm?

> Wisuﬂm,aﬂwhatmlesdnesit;iayinwsmﬁauﬂmup
behaviee?

> mmmmmmmmmmmwmmm
cultures?

> deouﬁressdvemnmmmlcnﬁrela!edtotmd,mna,am
social inferactions?

» How does culture unify a group of people?

» How do elements of unity and diversity develop both within and 2cross
cultures?

» Ibldobeliefs,adnasmwh\mwlilwidws,inﬂmm
aspemcrtamﬂums\masitsimm\m:saat’

> mmmm.mmwmmmmamm
of asftures and cultural dittusion?

» hmtvmcanmesnemup«eaandvmtanmleamimm
compansons?

» How do different cullural perspectives lead groups 0 interpret the same
event differenth?

www.manharaa.com



Learners will understand:

» “Culture” refers o the socially transmitted
imstitutions, and ways of living together of a
groap of people;

> Moeptswdlasbeids.vahnmﬂu-

» How culture influences the ways in which
fuman groups salve the problems of daily

» That the beliefs, vaiues, and behavioes of
a culture form an integrated system that
helps shape the activities and ways of fife
1hat define 2 culture;

» How mdividuals leam the elements of ther
culture through inferactions with othess,
and how individuals learn of other cuttures
through communication and study;

» That culture may change in respense o
changiny, needs, concems, sccial, political,
and geograpéuc conditians;

» How people from ditferent cuftures develop
different values and ways of interpreling
EXPEORNCE;

» That language, behaviors, and beliefs
of different cultures can both contrbule
to and pose bamiers o cross—cultural
understanding.

Learners will be able to:

» Ask and find answers to questions retated
1o cutture;

» Find, select, organize, and present
information to compare vanious cuftures
aoooring to specified aspects of culture,
such & institutions, language. religion, and
the arts;

» Evaluate how data and experiences may
be interpreted ditferently by people from
diverse cultural perspectives and frames of
reference;

» Describe and give examples of the value of
both cultural unity and diversity, within and
0TS Lroups;

» Explain how pattems of behavior reflect
cultural values and beliefs;

» [llusleate how holding diverse values and
befieds can confribute or pose obstacles to
cross-Cultural understanding:

» Draw inferences from data about the
ways in which given cultures respond to
persistent human issues, and how cuture
influences those responses.

173

» Observing and interviewing 1o deveiop
2 video illustraling the elements of a

sub-cutture 1o which they belong or have
acoess (.. adolescents, athletes, music
group, a club ar other student sub-groups):
Selecting a social group and inwestigating
the commenly held beliefs, values,
behaviors, and fraditions thal charactenze
the culture of the greup; hypothesizing about
how these elements of culture contribute o
#ail to contribute 10 meeting the needs of the
members of that group; and preparing an
aral presentation to present findings;
Writing 2 paper presenling the analysis
ﬂamummwmd

beliefs and behaviors of the groups involved,
the differences and simitanities of thase
befiefs and behaviors, and the ways in
which these contribute to the example of
conflict or cooperation.

AIONAL CURRCULIM STAALRADS FOR SOCWL STUDES | 95
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TIME, CONTINUITY, AND CHANGE

SOCIAL STUDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES THAT

FROVIDE FOR THE STUDY OF THE PAST AND ITS LEGACY.

" 3

Tmugh the study of the past and its legacy, Teamers examine the institu
Soms, values, and beliefs of people in the past, acguire skills in hestorcal
wsry and interprefation, and gain an understanding of how impartant
wetorical events.and developments have shaped the modern waorld

PURPOSES

QUESTIONS FOR EXPLORATION: MIDDLE GRADES

Why is history important?

What guestions are mmportant to ask about the past?
What happened in the past, and how do we know?

How and why do people differ in their judgments about what was
impartant in the past?

How do we evaluate the usefulness and degree of rekability of 2 vanety
of farms of historical evidence?

How do we use key events, documents, dates, and people from the past
in constructing historical accounts?

What connections are thers between the past and present?

» What are the ongins and infiuences of social, cultural, paftical, and

economic systems?
What events and turning points are impartant in history and why?

RATIONAL CUSRIEULIN STANDASDS FOR SOCIAL STUmE 27
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The learners will understand:

> The study of the past provides a representa-
tion of the history of communities, nations,
and the world;

> Concepts such as: chronology, causality,
change, conflict, complexity, multiple
Perspectives, primary and secondary
Sources, and cause and effect:

» That learning about the past requires the
interpretation of sources, and that using
varied sources provides the potential for a
more balanced interpretive record of the
past;

> That historical interpretations of the same
event may differ on the basis of such factors
as conflicting evidence from varied sources,
national or cultural perspectives, and the
point of view of the researcher:

> Key historical periods and patterns of
change within and across cultures (e.g.,
the rise and fall of ancient civilizations,
the development of technology, the rise of
modern nation-states, and the establish-
ment and breakdown of colonial systems);

> The origins and influences of social, cultural,
political, and economic systems;

> The contributions of key persons, groups,

and events from the past and their influence
on the present.

> The history of democratic ideals and
principles, and how they are represented in
documents, artifacts and symbols;

> The influences of social, geographic,
economic, and cultural factors on the history
of local areas, states, nations, and the world.

i ble to:
Learners will be a L
» Formulate questions about t%p:fsse"r:i:tl;tr?cr:i
ict possible answers, and Usé
ﬁmgdf of inquiry and literacy skills to
locate, organize, analyze, and interzret '
sources, and present supported findings;

i iety of primary and
» Identify and use a variety of ]
seconriyary sources for reconstructing ihe
past, such as documents, letters, diaries,
map's textbooks, photos, and other sources;

» Research and analyze past periqu, events,
and issues, using a variety of primary
sources (e.g., documents, letters, artifacts,
and testimony) as well as secondary
sources; validate and weigh evidence for
claims, and evaluate the usefulness and
degree of reliability of sources to develop a
supportable interpretation;

» Evaluate the impact of the values, beliefs,
and institutions of people in the past
on important historical decisions and
developments of their times;

> Use methods of historical inquiry to make
informed decisions as responsible citizens to
Propose policies and take action on an issye
of importance today.
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trate
> Presenting ﬁndingsi .
electronic forma, "o, wm“‘:\\
> Reconstructin Nd enggy. A
event through Tole p "{ictmgaw
> DeveIODiﬂEano“ or e
museum representing ah!bﬂh‘
event; ) hl% ﬁ

e ')
> Writing an editorig) Offeri

evidence to Support 5 P $ h%a
> Interviewing

_ ple

in a recent historicalWho hm R,

an exhibition baseq o:vem' N
> Developing an iIlustratedti ﬂrdb,!

a sequence of EVENtS reprpgy

1
important histoyi era;w%'

> Writing historical ag
developments bge on ew:;:t \
primary ang secondarysoum by
identifying different perspecﬁ\,,:'1
events and developmentg -

» Wiiting a paper based on i
secondary SOUICEs, showing yy;
national developments the mﬁ
People i thei locaity r g,
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SHOULD JNCLU

SOCIAL STUDIES PROGRAMS
RATION: MIDDLE GRADES

PROVIDE FOR THE STUDY OF pEOPLE:
[lUESTI[]NS FOR EXPLO
= PURPOSES 4 hat important 10 s about people, places, and 8
ths heme helps leamers to develop thei spatial views and perspectives o »Whe e g
envi\:?nd' and to understand the relationships between le, places» d enuironments* , '
I mte;'“;gfst.hLeamers examine where people, placeS: and resources are  Howdove fetermine Jocatio
S i rts ) .
and why this matters. wtzptmih:cismes p Howdo pyman actions change the environment, and how does the
i environment influence the lives of people? ¢
; E*
ined by various characteristics (e.g, phfsica[,; -:

of :
OHt&ii'm.m"ment on human acttes and the impac
ironment. This area of study s crucial 0 informed cvic decison™

oy
aking about human-environmental relationships.
cult
» How are historic, Cult

each other?
ors influencé the migration of peoples?

» What “push/pull" fact
» How domaps, gloDES geospatial technologie :
4 S A
{uos help humans understand spatial rela%io,{sﬁi';‘: 7°ther geographic

sadd

regions d€ fo
ural, istori linguistic, religious, economic, and political)?
ural, national or world regions di g

3 1 ns differenti RS

» How dochanges in the use a istributi
4 nd distribution of resources affect pegp
» Howare people, ideas, and i i
. ideas, and products diffused a i
cross the earth? 1
i A

)
3

100
NATH
IONAL COUNCIL FOR T sy
RTTRL
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KNOWLEDGE
Learners will understand:

» The theme of people, places, and environ-
ments mvoives the study of the relationships
between human populations in different
locations and geographic phenamena
such as climate, vegetation, and natural
TESUUTCES;

» Concepts such as: location, region, place,
andl migration, as well as human and
physical systems;

» Past and present changes in physical
systems, such as seasons, climate, and
weather, and the water cycle, in bolh
national and global contexts:

» The roles of diffesent kinds of papulation
centers in 3 region or nation:

» Ihe concept of regins identifies inks
between peaple in different locations
according to specific critena (e.2., physical,
economic, social, cuttural, or religivus);

» Patterns of demographic and poiitical
change, and cultural diffusion n the
past and present (e.g-. changing nafioal
houndaries, migration, and seftlement, and
the diffusion of and changes in customs and
ideas);

» Human medifications of the environment:

» Factors that contribute to cooperation and
confiict amang peaples of the nation and
warkd, including language. refigion, and
paitical beliefs;

» The use of a variety of maps, globes, graphic
representations, and geospafial technolo-
ies to hefp investigale the relationships
among peopic, places, and enviroaments.

Learners will be able to:

» Ask and find answers to geographic
questions refated to regions, nations, 2nd
the workl i the past and present;

> Research, organize, analyze, synthesize, and
evaluate informaton from atiases, data
bases, grid sysiems, charts, graphs, maps,
geospatial technologies, and other tools
interpres relationships amang geographic
factors and histeric events:

» Acquire, arganize, and analyze information
and use geagraphsc tools to draw conclu-
sions about historic or curent national and
global environmental change;

» Caloulate distance, scale, and area, fo
inform stdy of historic or current national
and global environments;

> lientity and interpret “push” and “pul”
factors invalved in the migrations of people
in this nation and other parts of the world,

» Fualuate the consequences of human
actions in environmental terms.

Learners demonstrate understanding by:

» Constructing a senes of maps depicting
changes in the refationships among people,
places. and enviranments over fime in 2
given location;

» Construcling a map depicting the his-
torical expansion of a nation or empire that

» Developing a table fo compare population
data among nations;

> Interviewing members of the community
about their position an an issue involving
changes to places and the environment.

» Dxamining current land-use policies in
this nation and cee ather that are related
1o the use of natural resources, and
making 2 chart comparing similarities and
differences;

» Graphing patterns of human migration in 2
selected place on the globe.

AATARAL CURBICLLLM S URLARDS FOS SOCIAL STUDVES | 101
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:NDIVIDUAL DEVELOPMENT AND

DENTITY

SociaL STUDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES THAT
PROVIDE FOR THE STUDY OF INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPMENT AND IDENTITY.

PURPOSES :

Personal identity is shaped by family, peers, culture, and institutional
influences. In order to understand individual development and identity,
learners should study the infiuence of various times, cutures, groups, and
Institutions. The examination of various forms of human behavior in specific
Cultural contexts enhances the understanding of the relationships between
SOCIa_l norms and emerging personal identities, of the social processes
that influence identity formation, and of the ethical and other principles
underlying individual action,

104 NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR THE SOCIAL STUDIES

QUESTIONS FOR EXPLORATION: MIDDLE GRADE
$
» What are important questions to ask about individua)
identity? %""n
» How does personal motivation impact individual
identity? developmen 4
» How do people change physically and emationally erting
i )

» How do specific groups, such as family and friends, and gy .
as gender, ethnicity, and nationality, influence persong) ~%m

» How do organizational and institutional affiliationg e P
identity? Persong

» What factors influence how individuals perceive others, ang
are perceived by others? how they

» How do time and place influence individual development -

» How do the choices that individuals make impact who

ar
who they can become? they Now and

—easerl]
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KNOWLEDGE

Learners will nderstand:

» The study of individual deveiopment and
ientity helps us inow that individuzts
change piysically, cogrétively, and emation-
alty oves time;

» Concepts such as: development, change,
groups, mulivation. and perception;

» How factors such as physical endowment,
interests, capabilitis, leaming. molivation,
personaiity, percegtion, and beliefs infiusnce
ndividual development and ientily;

» How personal, social, cultural, and
envirsamental factors contribufe to the
developmenl and the growth of personat
identity;

» That indriduals’ choices intluence identity
and development;

» That parceptions are inferpretations
of intormalion about individuals and
events, and can be infhienced by bias and
stersotypes.

Learners will be able to:

» Ask and find answers ta questions about
how individual identity farms and changes;

» Examine the relationship between individual
|dentity and social, cultural, and historical
contexts;

» Describe ways in which family, gender,
elhnicity, nationality, and institutional affik-
ations contribute to individual development,
and persanal identity;

> Examine he impact of conformity and
altruism on identity:

» kdentify biases that can intluence a
person’s perceptions of ather individuals,
ncluding individuals belongmy, to groups
with ditterent physical, social, or cuttural
characteristics;

» Describe (he influence of perception,
attitudes, values, and beliefs on personal
identity ae the interactioas of peoples
across time and space;

» Ientify the relationship between ndividual
qualities arx] career or professinal choices.

179

PRODUCTS

Learners demonstrate understanding by:
» (Creating identity portraits Lhat describe the
factors that make them unique and shape

development.

» Using vignettes, cases, or warks of
literature that identify perceptions, bias.
ani sterectypes; and writing 3 summary
‘paragraph idestifying the impact on the
individial and others:

> Identifying a fist of goals for personal
development and writing a plan that
demonstrates courses of action that can
fead to thase goals:

» Completing 2 brief resume that highights
and abilities: and developing a media
presentation for Lhe class.

www.manharaa.com
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INDIVIDUALS, GROUPS, AND

INSTITUTIONS

Sociar STUDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUD

PROVIDE FOR THE STUDY OF INTERACTIONS AMO

GROUPS, AND INSTITUTIONS.

Institutions such as families, and civic, educational, govemmental, and reli-
glous organizations exert great influence in daily lfe. Organizations embody
the core social values of the individuals and groups who comprise ther. I
IS important that students know how institutions are formed, maintained,
and changed, and understand how they influence individuals, groups, and
other institutions.

-

=+ KNOWLEDGE smmmeme

Learners will understand:

» This theme helps us know how individuals
are members of groups and institutions,
and influence and shape those groups and

» Concepts such as: mores, norms, status,
role, socialization, ethnocentrism, cultural
diffusion, competition, cooperation, conflict,
race, ethnicity, and gender;

» Institutions are created to respond to
changing individual and group needs;

» That ways in which young people are
socialized include similarities as well as
differences across cultures;

» That groups and institutions change over

institutions;

and institutions;

and policies;

v

E EXPERXENCES THAT
NG INDIVIDUALS,

perscvesues PROCESSES e

Learners will be able to:

» Ask and find answers to questions about
the various forms and roles of individuals,

e groups, and institutions;

s » Analyze the effects of interactions between

and among individuals, groups, and

» Identify and analyze the impact of tensions
between and among individuals, groups,

» Understand examples of tensions between
belief systems and governmental actions

Investigate conflicts between expressions of
individuality and group conformity;

QUESTIONS FOR EXPLORATION. iy o

» What questions are important to ask about i"d"’iduals
institutions?
» What are groups and institutions?
» How do groups and institutions influence individualg and
» How do individuals influence groups and institutiong
» How do groups and institutions originate and change Ot g
place? a
» What is the role of institutions in this and other Socitieg?
at are the causes and effects of tensions that
> wiefs, norms, and principles of two or more Emﬂmmh&
in conflict? nstititon P
» How can groups and institutions cooperate to bring about e

change?
PRODUCTS
Learners demon: .
Strata W”‘

» Making a map to show the locatio of
religious institutions in the communiy
> Making a flier for the community desgry

issues related to the need for an exerie
park in the community;

Okg
) %“

» Presenting visual evidence of socializati
practices in three cultures located outsige
the United States.

» Using computer-based technology and
media/communication research, and
presenting findings in illustrations or essays
about social conflict;

» Interpreting the results of research about
coming-of-age traditions from a vanetycf

time; : .
» That cultural diffusion occurs when groups » Analyze the role of institutions in furthering sources and posting them on a websie
migrate; both continuity and change;
» That institutions may promote or undermine » Evaluate how groups and institutions work

social conformity;
» That when two or more groups with differing

to meet individual needs and promote or fail
to promote the common good;

norms and beliefs interact, accommodation » Gather information about groups and

or conflict may result;

» That groups and institutions influence interviews.
culture in a variety of ways.
108 | NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR THE SOCIAL STUDIES

institutions, using such tools as surveys and

el
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POWER, AUTHORITY, AND

GOVERNANCE

SOCIAL STUDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES THAT

PROVIRE FOR THE §TUDY OF HOW PEOPLE CREATE, INTERACT
WITH:'K\ND CHANGE STRUCTURES OF POWER;%THOIR.ITY, AND
Gats N . -

B THAS - Ve

GOVERNANCE.

PURPOSES

Learners wil develop an understanding of the principles, processes,
struchizes, and institutions of goverment, and examine how power and
authority are or hiave been obtained in various systems of grvemment.
They willlearn how people in demeccratic nations prganize in groups and
attempt to cooperate and resalve conflicts for purposes such as establish
ing: oeder and security, and seaking social justice. They will 2iso feam about
the systems of power, authority, and govemance in countries that are not
democratic, and compare and cantrast these with democratic systems.
Learmers can become more effective problem-solvers and deciskin-makers
when they address the persistent issues and social prablems encountered
in political ife. Such persistent issues can be examined through the study
of the dynamic relationships between individual dights and responsibibties,
the needs of socal groups, and concepts of  just society.

QUESTIONS FOR EXPLORATION: MIDDLE GRADES
» Wihat questions are important to ask about power, zuthority, and
govenance?

» What is power and under what circumstances is the exercise of powss
acoeptable?

» What is autharity, and how s the seope of authority determined?

» What are the purposes and functions of govemment?

> How are governments organized in communities, states, and nations?

» How are individual rights peotocted within the context of majority rulef

» Whal are the rights and responsibilities of citizens in  constiutions!
democracy?

» What conflicts among fundamentat principles and values of constii-
tional democracy are evident in social issues?

» How are power, authodty, and governments alike and different acss.
proups and nations?

PRODUCTS

KNOWLEDGE PROCESSES

Learners will understand:

» Rights are guaranteed m the LS. Constitu-
fion, the sapreme faw of the land:

» Tundamental ideas that are the foundation
of Amexican constitutional demacracy
{including these of the LS. Constiution,
popular sovereignty, the rule of law,
separation of powers, checks and balanoes,
minority rights, the separation of church and
state, and Federalism);

» Fundamental vaues of constitutional
democracy (e.g, the common good, Bberty,
justics, equality, and mdividual dignity):

» Theideclogies and structures of paitical
systems that differ from those of the United
States;

» The ways in which governments mest
the needs and wants of citzens, manage
conflict, and establish arder and security.

118 | MRNONAL COUNGE FOR THE SIKIAL STUDKES

Learners will be able to:

» Adcand find answers to questions about
power, authoeity and governance in the
region, nation, and world;

Examing persistent issues imolving the
rights of individuals and groups in relalion
to the gencral welfare;

Compare and analyze the ways in which
groups and nations respond to the richness
of unity and diversity, as well as tensions
and conflicts associated with unity and
diversty.

» Analyze and evaluate conditions, actions,
and motivations that contribute to conflict
and cooperation among groups and natins;
Fvaluate the rode of technology as it
cantributes to condlict and cooparation
among nations and groups, and s it
contributes to or defracts from systems of
power, authory, and governance.

181

Learners demonstrate understanding &

» Developing 4 classroom constitubion s &
plan for just governance;

» Preparing and presenting visuaks of an
analysis of local or national issues requins
government action:

» Preparing and implementing & action g
addressing 2 Jocal public ssue or probis

» Freparing a palicy paper and presents
defending it before an appropriate fon
the schoal o commenity,

www.manharaa.com



PRODUCTION, DISTRIBUTION,

AND CONSUMPTION

SOCIAL STUDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES THAT
PROVIDE FOR THE STUDY OF HOW PEOPLE ORGANIZE FOR THE PRODUCTION,
DISTRIBUTION, ANT CONSUMPTION OF GOODS AND SERVICES. '

PURPOSES : QUESTIONS FOR EXPLORATION: MIDDLE GRADES

Scarcity and unequial distriition of resources dictate the need for eco-
nioenic systens of exchange, inchuding trade, to improve the well-beng of
the economy, The role of government in different economic systems varies
over time and from place to place, resulting in diverse economic palicies.
Increasingly, economée decisions are ghbal in scope and require systematic
study of an inferdependent workd econory, A variety of systems have been
developed fo decide the answers to fundamental questions refated to what
is to be produced, how production is o be organized, and how goads and
sanvices are to be distributed

KNOWLEDGE

PROCESSES

» Ask and find answers to questions about the

» Vihat questions are impeetant to ask about production, distribution, and
consumption?

» How does the sconomic problem of scarcity affiect the use of resources
by people and governments?

> How are decisions made about which goods are produced and how they
are distributed?

» How does the avaitability of resources influence decisicns about
production, distrdutian, and consumption?

» What is the role of technology in economes decision-making?

PRODUCTS

Learners demonstrate understanding by:
» Participating in market simulation activities

Learners will understand: Learners will be able to:
» Indnviduals, government, and society
@xperience scarcily because human wants production and distribution of goods and

and needs exoeed what can be produced
from available resources;

» How choices involve trading off the expected
vahue of ane apportunity gamed against the
eupected vaine of the best afternative;

» The economic choices that people make
have both peesent and future consequences;

» Economic incentives affect people’s
behavior and may be regulated by rules or
laws;

» That banks and other financial institutions
charmel funds from savers to borrowers and
investors;

» The economic gains that result from
specialization and exchange as well as the
trade offs;

» How markets brag buyers and seflers
logether to exchange poods and services;

» How goods and services are allocated in a
market economy through the mfluence of
peices on decisions about produrction and
constmpion;

> How the overall levels of income, empicy-
ment, and prices are determanad by the
interaction of househokls, firms, and the
povemment.

112 | WML COUNCILFOR THE SOCIAL STUDIES

services in the state and nation, and in 2
ghobal context;

Compare their own economic decisions
with these of others, and consider the wider
consequences of those decisions for groups
comenunities, the nation, and beyand;
Analyze vanous methods for allocating
scarce goods and services at the state,
national, and ghabal levels, describing the
possible impacts of these choices:

Describe the rofe that financial institutions
play amang, savers, borrowers, and
investors;

Estimate future eamings and the effects

of inflation on these eamings, based on
cugrent plans for education, training, and
career options;

Gather and analyae data on economic
issues, and use critical thinking in making
recommendations on economic policies,

182

to graph the imgact of prices on consumg-
tinn and production decisions;

Virting an individual solution to a problem
that affects everybady in the class; the
chass can then chart comparisons of vanious
oppertunity casts of the solutions developed
by each of the students;

Developing and presentng public policy
propasals that dentify local economic
profilems and propese possible solitions;
Developmg written career plans thal
recognize the relationship between human
capeta, productivity, and income.
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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND
SOCIETY

SOCIAL STUDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES THAT
PROVIDE FOR THE STUDY OF RELATIONSHIPS AMONG SCIENCE,
TECHNOLOGY, AND SOCIETY.

e - ~comme—.  PURPOSES : QUESTIONS FOR EXPLORATION: MIDDLE GRagg

This theme explores how developments i science and technology impact » What questions are important to ask about science and technongy

individuals, groups, institutions, and societies. Wants and needs stimulate chort ’
advances in science and t ! e A » What are current and historic e;amples of science and technoig
echnology. An understanding of science and have impacted individuals, society, and the world? tat

tech_nology in their social contexts allows learners to question and analyze
the impact of science and technology on society, both in the past and the > What factors contribute to scientific and technological change?
present, as well as to evaluate what the future may bring in these areas. » How do changes in science and technology affect individuals
institutions, nations, and the environment? -
» How can science and technology be used to address societa| Problems
o issues?
»> What can be leamed from the past about how new technologies
resulted in both planned and unanticipated changes?
» How are media messages created, and how can we determine their
impact?
> How do we evaluate whether developments in science and technology
are harmful or beneficial to a society?

> What ethical issues are presented by science and technology, and how
are they addressed?

14 .,,mwmmmsocmsvw
e Y T T T SR Y P Y S VYT FTA 1 #1 st ﬂdﬁ
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‘Learners will understand: -

- » Science is the resuit of empirical study of

the natural workl, and technology is the

application of knowledge to accomplish

tasks; g

T

» Society often turns to science and
technalogy to solve problems;

» Our Iives foday are media and technology
dependent;

» Science and technology hawe had both
positive and negative impacts upon
individuals, soceties, and the enviranment
in the past and present;

» Science and technology have changed

peoples’ perceptions of the socal and

netural world, as well as their relationship to
the land, econoimy and trade, their concept
of security, and their major daily activities;

Values, bebefs, and attitudes that have

been influenced by new scientific and

technological knowledge {e.g., invention

of the printing press, conceptioes of the

universe, applications of atomic energy, and

genetic discovenies)

» How media are created and receved
depends upon cultural contexts;

» Soencs and technalogy sometimes creale
ethical issues that test our standards and
values;

» The need for laws and palicies to povemn
stientific and technological apphcations;

» That there are gaps in access to science and

technology around the world.

T

Learners will be able to:

» Ask and find answers to questions about the
ways in which science and technology afiect
peoples’ lives today in different places, and
have done s in the past;

> s diverse types of medsa technology to
read, write, create, and review a vanety of
MESS3FES,

» Seek and evaluate varied perspectives
when weighing how specific applications
of science and technology have snpacted
individuals and society;

> Revenw sources 1o wentdy the purposes,
paints of view, biases, and intended
audiences of reports and discussions of
seienoz and technalogy:

> Select, organize, evaluate. and communicate
informatinn about the impact of science or
technology on a society today or in the past:

> Lse scentific findings and farms of
technology to formulate possible solutions
10 real-life issues and problems, and predict
outcomes.

184

KNOWLEDGE PROCESSES PRODUCTS

Learners demonstrate understanding by:

» Discussing current and past issves
involiving science and technology, and thesr
oongequences for society:

» Using presentafion software to demonstrate
taking a stand on an application of science
or technofogy, 2nd supparting the pasition
with evidence;

> Using graphic softweare to create a
timeline depicting the development of a
scientific idea or evolution of 2 technological
innovation;

» Selecting a local problem related to scence
or technalogy, explaring several perspectives,
and preparing @ muitimedia presentation
wilh supparting evidence for a propesed
solution.

NATIONAL CURRYULUN STANDREDS FOR SOCIAL STURES | 1S
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GLOBAL CONNECTIONS

Sociar, STUDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES

THAT PROVIDE FOR THE STUDY OF GLOBAL CONNECTIONS AND
INTERDEPENDENCE,

(5

QUESTIONS FOR EXPLORATION: MIDDLE GRADES
G:;M mﬂmmwm ‘Wm Nilﬂ;m _“;"8'-0 > Yihat questions are important to ask about giobal cannections?
NG emvronm nerezsed a personal, national, an . S 2
iternational levels. New gobal connections have created both opportuni- > What s obaization, and what are its consequences?

ties and challenges. The resulting global interdependence requires an > Yihat types of global connections exist in the cammundty, state, region,
understanding of the increasingly comple connections among indnviduals, and nation?

groups, institution natims,andmfdeommumﬁesinmﬂertoidemifythe > ions affect thi ity and region, and what
ssues a%l connections, and to suppart mformed and ethical m‘hﬁtob:s;mu,m et this commurity and region, and w
gecision-making. :

> What are examples of global comnactions from the past, and how have
these connections changed in mare recent years?

> What persisting issues arie from globaf conflict and cooperation?

¥ How are interactions among nations affected by ghobal forces?

> How can nations with diffeving cuttures. aconomic systems, and
political systems colabarate and cooperate to address ghabial prodlems?

> What actions can we suggest and {ake in response to globaf changes?

NATYNAL CIRRICILUM STAMIZALS FOK SOCWL STEOKS | 117
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VLG

ners wil understang:

> Global conneg:
and tons have existed in the past
> InCreased rapidly in current times:
and m:;lc:m such as cultural, economic,
Nacum:rl, chons are changing the
trade ich peaple five (e g, through
- Migration, increased travel, and
tion); y

Spatial relationgh
ps that relate to
1Ssues (e.g., pollution, T
. and conflct) affect the heal
well-being of Earth and its mhabnan':; s

v
nation; W“Wbyaﬂyme

onal connecionsmay make culures
s or increase their
:':tm| human rights cut across

are not necessarily understood in the
Same way in all cuttures.

118 | NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR THE SOCIAL STUDIES

Learners will be able to:

>

v

v

>

bout
Ask and find answers to questions 3
the ways in which people and societies
are connected globally today and were
connected in the past:
Use maps, charts, and databases t0 explore
patterns and predict trends regarding global
connections at the community, state, of
national level;
Investigate and explain the ways In whn:h_
aspects of culture, such as language, be{nefs.
and traditions, may facilitate understanding,
or lead to misunderstanding between
cultures;
Analyze examples of conflict, cooperation,
and interdependence among groups, com-
munities, regions, societies, and nations;
Describe and analyze the effects of chang-
ing technologies on global connectivity;
Explore the causes, consequences, and
possible solutions related to persistent,
current, and emerging global issues, such
as health, resource allocation, economic
development, and environmental quality;
Describe and explain the relationships and
tensions between national sovereignty
and global interests in such matters as
teritorial rights, natural resources, trade,
the different uses of technology, and the
welfare of people.

186

Learners m‘t’m

> Surveying local by
agencies to deter, 1S53 ang Y
ine they ., . Py
tions, and aNNotating gng (™
oonnedmsmam H‘%

» Using the Internet 1 .

art, music, and belj W\
‘_cunures and pfewwsm"hv n.‘b ]
compare and mfast" f;:‘l.
4 Dmg and mm 2 .
the strategies that can pe .
of nation to faciitate pegeus - ¥a
oer soieties o nafog 1"t ‘ﬁ
" i e By
n connections s
world from a historic &mu:‘
» Constructing a timeline of :
years showing significant st:;:“
increased global connectipns towry
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CIVIC IDEALS AND PRACTICES

SOCIAL STUDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES

THAT PROVIDE FOR THE $TUDY OF THE IDEALS, PRINCIPLES, AND

PRACTICES OF CITIZENSIIIP IN A DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC.

An understanding of civic ideals and practices is a fundamental guel of
educalion for citzenship in a damocratic society, Civic ideals and practices
have developed over centuries, and are found in societies throughout the
world, Important documents that articulate civic ideals have served as
milestones in the development of these ideals i different nations and
workdwide. Basic fresdoms and rights, and the mstitutions and practices
that suppert shared demecratic principles, ace founcations of a democratic
republic, In some instances, civic practices and their corsequences are
becoming more corgruent with ideals, while in ofher cases, the gap is wide
and calls for continued civic action by individuals and groups to sustain
and improve the sociely. Learning how to apply civic ideals to mform o
action is essential to participation i a democracy and support for the
oomimon good

PURPDSES

QUESTIONS FOR EXPLORATION: MIDDLE GRADES

» What questions are important to ask about civic ideals and praclices?

» What are civic ideals 2nd practices, and why are they imparianl 10
ration?

» Vihat do civic ideals and practioss mean in our nation and olhers?

» What documents describe and support chic deals and practives n 8
democratic republic?

» How does 2 person become mfonmod zbout civic issues?

> How are Givic ideals translated it practics?

» How do citirens balance personal interests and warking for the comeon
pood?
» How can students participate in neaningful civic action?

MATIONAL CHIFRIN UM SUNUWRDS FOR SOCIAL STUDES | 121
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Learners will understand:
>

>

The theme of civic ideals and practices
Relps us to leam about and know how to
work for the betterment of society;

Cpncepts and ideals such as: individual
dignity, liberty, justice, equality, individual

nights, responsibility, majority and minority
fights, and civil dissent;

Key practices involving the rights and
responsibilities of citizenship and the
exercise of citizenship (e.g., respecting the
fule of law and due process, voting, serving
ona jury, researching issues, making
!nformed judgments, expressing views on
ISsues, and collaborating with others to take
Civic action);

The common good, and the rule of law;

Key documents and excerpts from key
sources that define and support democratic
ujeals and practices (e.g., the U.S. Declara-
tion of Independence, the U.S. Constitution,
me Gettysburg Address, the Letter from
Birmingham Jail; and international docu-
ments such as the Declaration of the Rights

of_ Man, and the Universal Declaration of the
Rights of Children):

The origins and function of major institu-
tions and practices developed to support
democratic ideals and practices;

Key past and present issues involving
democratic ideals and practices, as well as
the perspectives of various stakeholders in
proposing possible solutions to these issues:

» The importance of becoming informed in

122

order to make positive civic contributions.

NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR THE SOCIAL STUDIES

Learners will be able to:

>

4

>

Ask and find answers to questions abocut
how to become informed and take cvi
action; -
Identify and describe the role of cmze: in
various forms of govemment. past an
present; ‘

Analyze and evaluate the gﬂgctwenegs of
various forms of civic action influencing
public policy decisions that address the
realization of civic ideals;

Build background through research in
primary and secondary SOUrCes, make
decisions, and propose solutions to address
problems;

Identify assumptions, misconceptions, and
bias in sources, evidence, and argpments
used in presenting issues and positions;

Identify, seek, describe, and evaluate
multiple points of view about selected
issues, noting the strengths, weaknesses,
and consequences associated with holding
each position;

Develop a position on a public policy issue,
and defend it with evidence;

Evaluate the significance of public
opinion and positions of policymakers in
influencing public policy development and
decision-making;

Evaluate the degree to which public policies
and citizen behaviors reflect or foster their
stated democratic ideals;

Participate in the process of persuading,
compromising, debating, and negotiating in
the resolution of conflicts and differences.
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Learners demonstrate

» Writing an informeq per
civic issue based on r ol %h»
developed by consulting mw‘;w'

» Developing and sharing “’%
in such forms as position ¢ P tny
el ol e ™

» Using a variety of megia to
debates, petitions, ang fmr&“ i
surveys; 'M

» Creating and implementi 2
i collboration vith ot m’:"‘“ ey
of public concern, after Weighing
options for the most effectiye m,;‘f:
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